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County municipalities take

Election mtegrlty in Anoka County

Anoka County Election
Integrity team seeks
action on county elections

ELLIOT STEEVES, |AN WREISNER,
HANNAH DAVIS AND MATT DEBOW
APG ECM Staff writers

Ever since the seeds of doubt
were sown during the 2020 presi-
dential election, questions about
America’s election integrity con-
tinue to sprout across the nation.

Despite statements from the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency saying there
was “no evidence that any vot-
ing system deleted or lost votes,
changed votes, or was in any way
compromised,” both elected offi-
cials and members of the public
continue to raise questions and
concerns about the way elections
are being handled.

Anoka County is not exempt
from this, and such concerns
spurred the creation of the
Anoka County Election Integrity

Team, also called ACEIT.
ACEIT is alocal organiza-
tion that has visited multiple cit-
ies throughout Anoka County.
Made up of Anoka County res-
idents, including several who
have spent time as election
judges, the group shares its goals
with the councils it visits and

offers to give a presentation on
the six actions it feels cities can
take for a “simple, locally con-
trolled and transparent” election
process.

In the two years since its cre-
ation, ACEIT focused its early
efforts at the county level,
but after a year and a half of

BY IAN WREISNER/STAFF WRITER
The citizen-led group known as the Anoka County Election Integrity Team, no affiliation to Anoka County
itself, gives a presentation to the Anoka City Council on Sept. 3.

struggling to gain traction,
moved to making itselfa steady
presence in council chambers.
The group has recently seen sev-
eral area cities pass resolutions it
drafted, largely to draw attention
to the issue and put pressure on

See ACEIT | PAGE 2

ACEIT's advice, pass related
resolutions regarding
post election reviews

ELLIOT STEEVES, IAN WREISNER
HANNAH DAVIS AND MATT DEBOW
APG ECM staff writers

Following nationwide conver-
sations about election integrity,
agroup of Anoka County citi-
zens got together two years ago
to form the Anoka County Elec-
tion Integrity Team. In that time
since, the group — which has no
official affiliation with Anoka
County government — has gone
around to all 20 cities and one
township in the county, present-
ing the actions councils can take
to, in ACEIT’s opinion, make
elections more secure.

The recommendations given
by ACEIT can be found in the
companion article ACEIT seeks
action on Anoka County Elec-
tions” What follows is a record

See ACEIT'S IMPACT | PAGE 10
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the county, which, if implemented at the

county level, could set a new precedent for
elections going torward in Anoka County.

ACEIT member Derek Lind said during
the Columbus City Council's Sept. 4 meet-
ing that the group had worked for 18
months trying without success to get trac-
tion at the county level,

“Ithink you're also sending a message
to the county that they need to do some-
thing;” Lind said, later saying: “I mean,
politics will be involved. We're active in
the (Basic Political Organizational Units),
and we'll apply political pressure as we
can, but they can do whatever they want.
If'you get a bunch of cities that want to
hand count and they tell them no, then
we'll see what happens.”

ABC Newspapers reached out to
ACEIT’s Derek Lind and Anoka County
Etections Manager Tom Hunt to see
how viable their plan for Anoka County
elections is. ACEIT, in correspon-
dence through members Lind and Bob
Kirdchner, declined an in-person inter-
view, but Kirschner sent email responses
to ABC Newspaper's questions. Hunt
also declined an in-person interview and
opted to respond to questions via email,

MAIN GOALS

ACEIT’s main work has been through
giving presentations to local governing
bodies that include six actionable points
that are backed up by the group with
drafted ordinances that cities can tailor to
their preference and put in action.

“We verify that our store purchases,
bank transactions, investment selections
and reports, academic scores/records,
credit card charges, and sc on were
recorded accurately” ACEIT wrote in an
email. “Why wouldn't we want to verify
our election results every time, too?”

One ACEIT goal is the hand counting of
paper ballots through local management.
They cite Minnesota’s hand piling system

Ancka County Elections Manager Tom Hunt runs throu
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gh recount data on Nov. 15, 2023 with Anoka-Hennepin School Board candi-

date Susan Witt. The recount discovered one miscounted vote, which was marked as an overvote due to the voter overfilling the indi-
cator bubble, taking then-candidate Zach Arco’s lead from 13 to 4.

asthe ideal example, saying that it takes
six seconds per ballot when checking
them during a hand count. ACEIT states
that during a 2023 Anoka-Hennepin
School Board election recount, the hand
count time was five seconds per ballot.

While Hunt said that “Anoka County
has complete confidence in its bal-
lot-counting machines,” Anoka County
also haslittle say in whether a hand count
is conducted. Hunt says the county has
noauthority to approve an election-wide
hand count, and the sealed ballot cases
that cast ballots go into at the end of
election day only open in the event of a
recount or Post Election Review.

When the ballots are hand counted,
Hunt says the process is “time consuming
and inaccurate”

“Using ahand count instead of a
machine count for an entire election
would be more time consuming, more
expensive and make the process far more
prone to errors and produce results that
are much less reliable;” Hunt wrote,

ACEIT also recommends that cities
across Anoka County expand their Post
Election Reviews, PERs, through requests
to the county. By Minnesota law, Anoka
County already does four random pre-
cinct PERs per election, reviewing the
results for national offices.

Using a resolution drafted by ACEIT,
several Anoka County cities have passed
resolutions asking for the county to hold
PERs in multiple precincts, sometimes
reviewing local races, as well. A full list
can be found in the companion article,
“Anoka cities take ACEIT advice”

Hunt said that the requests have been

passed on to the County Auditor. ACEIT

responded to the fact that it would ulti-
mately be up to the county to hold addi-

tional PERs if the county could nullify the

request anyway.
“Collaboration and respect between

partnering entities is a win-win,” ACEIT
wrote. “Now that the County is aware of
the Cities’ and Town's desire to expand the
Post Election Review, as allowed for by
MN Statute 206.89, there is the opportu-
nity for a great outcome for all involved —
the county, the municipality, and the peo-
ple. Those city councils and townships
that pass resolutions requesting an expan-
sion of the PER are doing so to provide
confidence to their community members
that their votes/voices counted in each
race on the baliot?”

ACEIT added that they would like cities
to establish paper poll books that would
be controlled through local manage-
ment. They cite online security risks with
poll pads; namely, that they are managed
ona cloud, that they connect to hotspot
devices, routers, and cloud drives,

Citing the Conservative Daily, ACEIT

See ACEIT| PAGE 3
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states that poil pads havebeenusedasa
“digital ledger” to add, shift, and delete, _

large amounts of voters to achieve desired -

vote counts. They state that poll pads will
slightly modify people’s names to add reg-
istered people, and that they will move
voter registration records to non-existent
addresses, before breaking an audit trail.
According to a February 2024 Associ-
ated Press report, experts have suggested
those polling pads could bea prime target
again this year for those wishing to dis-
rupt the U.S. election process. However,
that same article noted there was no evi-
dence of widespread voter fraud or tam-
pering in 2020.

ACEIT added in an email that paper
poll books are still required to be pro-
duced as a backup, and have decreased
costs and technical difficulties associated
with them, ' ‘

“Paper poll books have always worked
and are not reliant on connectivity and
software on Election Day;” ACEIT wrote.
“As we hear nearly weekly in the news,
online activity is vulnerable to hacking;
paper is not. Additionalty, when machines
are used, we need to take extra measures
to certify/validate they are performing
as designed. The expense of equipment,
storage, software, updates, licenses, and
certifications adds up. Paper poll books
don’t have all those expenses.”

Hunt said that in 2018, when the county
made the full switch to electronic polt
pads, that staff “carefully studied that issue
and concluded that the poll pads provide
greater election security and transparency
than the paper poll books did” He said
the instant check-in from poll pads pre-
vents voters from beingable to vote absen-
tee and in-person on election day, as weil
as providing greater security at the polls
themselves.

“When a voter appears before an elec-
tinn indee nsing a paver voll book, the

voter may be able to see the registration
information for other voters who appear
onthe same page of the paper book,” Hunt
wrote. “Theelectronic poll boakselim: -
inate that concern by showing only the
voter’s own personal information.”

. He said the electronic poll books
increased efficiency at the polls, and paper
receipts that are printed off after the elec-
tronic sign in — and are required to turn
in'to a poll worker to receive a ballot —

still create a physical record of who voted.

Hunt concluded that Anoka County
had zero issues with poll pads being com-
promised “in any way”

Lind told the Columbus city coun-
cil during the Sept. 8 meeting that it may
receive some pushback if it decides to go
back to paper poll books: “We're not aware
ofany reason yet you can't get rid of (elec-
tronic poll books). The county may push
back a little bit on that, One of our mem-
bers ... has been digging into that, but we
don’t think there’s a joint powers agree-
ment on that, so we've been back and forth
on that?” :

Another goal of ACEIT is to secure
election judge data through local manage-
ment and storage. According to ACEIT,
there are several data security risks that
come with outsourcing information to
non-governmental organizations.

Hunt said that each vendor with access
to county data is required to sign the
Anoka County Information Technol-
ogy Usage Agreement, requiring ven-
dors to use firewalls, encryption and pass-
word protection in order “to ensure data
security” Twin Cities-based Modus is the
county’s current vendor, and has been
since 2011,

“Modus meéts the IT Department’s
stringent standards for vendors access-
ing Anoka County’s technology systems,”
Hunt wrote.

ACEIT’s recommendation is for ares-
olution requesting personal data by end-
ing Anoka County’s contract with Modus

parent company

InTech Software Solutions, and return
tolocal management and storage. They
additionally cite “questions” aboutthe
Modus/IrfTech contract, as well as the
governmetit’s “obligation to protect per-
sonal information.”

Another goal is the verification of reg-
istered voters through local management.-
On aslide titled “Registered Voter List
Accountability” they discuss Minnesota
law that states how “each county auditor
shall prepare and maintain a currentlist of
registered voters” in each precinct. ACEIT
voiced concerns in the current system,
which is stored on a cloud server.

The recommendation onthis front
from ACEIT is to adopt a resolution for
the City and County to work together to
secure a voter list. They state that city elec-
tion clerks must encourage the county
auditor to maintain a master voter list,
and that election personnel should double
check the county’slist of registered voters
for validation. ‘

Hunt responded that Anoka County
updates its master list as required by Min-
nesota law, and that the updates are done
daily as new information is received.
Sources for this include the Minnesota
DVS, the Department of Health, the US
Postal Service, Department of Correc-
tions and the Electronic Registration
Information Center. Identity verifica-
tion occurs through either driver’s license
numbers or social security numbers and
mailed confirmations.

ACEIT also seeks to use only validated
paper ballots for elections, run through
local management.

ACEIT argues that cities should adopt
two resolutions: one to administer absen-
tee ballots, and another to create a ballot
board and appoint judges. They state that
counterfeit and absentee ballots carrya
risk of fraud.

Hunt stated that Anoka County, as
required by MN state statute, currently

uses paper ballots that are counted elec-
tronically, and maintain a chain of cus-
tody. He emphasized that there is no evi-
dence of counterfeit ballots being a prob-
lem at a small scale in Minnesota, let alone
a scale “large enough to make a statisti-
cally significant difference.’

ACEIT has also been pushing for cities
to keep their precincts below 2,000 reg-
istered voters, stating that this is the rec-
ommended maximum by Minnesota Sec-
retary of State. They call for a resolution
capping precinct sizes t0 2,000,

Hunt responded that precincts are
determined by municipalities, and that
over 89% of precincts in the county were
under 2,500 voters, citing absentee vot-
ing and poll pads for the increased maxi-
mum sjze.

ACEIT’s presentation details its oppo-
sition to third parties getting involved in
elections. When asked if ACEIT should be
considered a third party, they responded
that its status as a citizens’ group did not
apply. :

“ACEIT is not funded by any source
except our own time and resources and it
does not contract with any government
entity to provide services,” ACEIT wrote.
“We have spent time learning, sharing our
learning, and encouraging local manage-

. ment of election processes.”

ACEIT does not host a list of its group
members online, but in a presenta-
tion to Ham Lake described themselves
as a “group of conservative Christians”
ACEIT did not respond to a question
regarding if there were any DFL mem-
bersin the group, stating instead that they
dor’t ask members about their political
affiliation.

“Election integrity is an issue that every
political affiliation cares about,” ACEIT

“said. “We don't ask what, if any, political

views a person has because we are focused
on our election processes, which serve all.
We pledge allegiance to one nation,
under God” :
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of all the resolutions passed by
Anoka County municipal govern-
ing bodies at the recommendation
of ACEIT:

ANOKA

Anoka passed two resolu-
tions based on drafts provided by
ACEIT atits Sept. 16 City Coun-
cil meeting. The first one passed
unanimously, and stated that the
city of Anoka would work to keep
its precinct sizes at 2,000 voters or
less, which the city isalready com-
pliant with,

“To me, this is a pretty sim-
ple one;” Council Member Erik
Skogquist said. “It's a good prac-
tice that we've done for many years,
and recommended by the Secre-
tary of State, so it doesn't hurt to
say (we'll keep doingit)”

Less common ground was
found on a vote to pass a resolution
requesting that the county hosta
Post Election Review for two of
Anoka’s eight precincts, reviewing
the full ballot.

“Once they're pulled out and
stacked up, my friendly amend-
ment is going to be that we check
every box,” Mayor Phil Rice said.
“Noteveryrace is going to be con-
tentious, but I think what we're
really going forhereis to vali-
date the processand validate the

technologybeing used”

The vote passed 3-2, with Coun-
cil Members Sam Scott and Skogq-
uist against. Skogquist said thathe
did not want to budget city money’
towards something that they could
notbe sure would pass, as the PERs
would have to be approved by the
county election officials. Healso
brought up a 2022 recount of Ano-
ka-Hennepin School District dis-
trict two seat, which found one
incorrectly marked ballot, taking
then-candidate Zach Arco’s lead
from13to 14.

“Out of just under 5,000 votes, a
change of one]” Skogquist said. “At
this point, 'm fine with the systern
as-is. ... Tknow it would always be
better, but just from the frame of
mind that the government has lim-
ited resources and wealready have
tests. I'm not in favor of throwing
money on it when, really, we don't

haveasay”

HAM LAKE

Atits Aug. 19 meeting, the Ham
Lake City Council unanimously
passed aresolution as part of the
consent agenda that they would
request the Anoka County Can-
vassing Board perform a Post Elec-
tion Review on one precinctin
Ham Lake. The resolution also
requests that the PER feature every
race with multiple candidates,
excluding the judiciary.

That followed discussions about
elections at the Ham Lake's Aug.

5 city council meeting, where
Ham Lake Mayor Brian Kirkham
exprased claims of election fraud
in Minnesota.

“Ithink thatalot of energy
needs to be pushed towards the
state for changes,” Kirkham stated.
“Voter ID requirements would be
one thing, and having early voting
openaslongasitis, ] don't really
think it needs to be. I think itleads
to more fraud?”

Council Member Gary Kirkeide
also dlarified that the cost would
be on Ham Lake for ACEIT’ mea-
sures.

“We're already spending $45,000
on the election this year,’ Kirkham
said. “What's $750 to make sure
that we count one precinct?”

OAK GROVE

Oak Grove's City Council unan-
imously passed a resolution for a
request to doa paper PER forall
four precincts at the April 26th
meeting,

Mayor Weston Rolf, at the April
29 Oak Grove City Council meet-
ing, emphasized thathehad no
hard feelings about election judges
while a resolution was being con-
sidered for a PER in the city.

“You were never asked to verify
the mail-in ballots and these other
things, and we trust the county to

hope that the machines are right,’
Rolf said. “We appreciate all the
hard work that you all do, and we
hope that you continuve””
Rolfthen clarified that he was

- proposing ameasure to verify the

machine counting. He stated that
hehad donealot of research,and
that it had gotten pushback from
Anoka County.

“What [ am proposing is that
wedoa PER thatincludesall the
mail-in ballots;” Rolf stated.

Noting the hously rate that Oak
Grove paid its election judges, Rolf
proposed that two of Oak Grove's
four precincts be picked at random
foraPER,

“We're requesting that the
county do two of our four pre-
cincts at random,” Rolf said. “If
there’s enough support here, I feel
like we've got something”

Council Member John West
stated he would take it one step
farther, and wouldr’t mind doing
every precinct in the city.

“I think it's a good start,” West
said, “and like you, L hear from alot
of people thatare concerned about
thevote, Ifit doesn't take alotto do,
why wouldn’t we?”

Rolfasked what the ballpark
estimate for cost was, to which
the staff response was for around
$2,000 in total.

“I dortlike just throwing money
around when times are tough,”

Rolf said, “butknowing $2,000
orlessmbemgspentonth:s,lt’sa
goodidea”

Weststated he would beallin
even if the cost was expensive,

Council Member Mike Wylie,
while iterating that he didn’t think
this was necessary, stated that he
would support it if it was all four
precincts if the rest of the council
wanted it. Wylie also added that,
ifthey were to go through with
everything, that he would want to
get the dollar amount.

The resolution for a request to
doapaper PER forall four pre-
cincts passed unanimously that
same meeting.

RAMSEY

AtitsJune 11 meeting, in the
consentagenda, the Ramsey City
Council passed a resolution asking
for a post-election review for six
out of its nine precincts.

Followingan ACEIT presenta-
tion duringa city work session on
April 23, Council Member Debra
Musgrove said shes served asan
election judge before and agreed
with ACEIT's sentiments.

“I've done hand counting, I
think the smaller precincts make
that more feasible]” Musgrove said.
“SoIthink there are some things
that we canlook at that may make

See ACEIT’S IMPACT | PAGE 13
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adifference... butthose

are great pieces of feedback
and information that weasa
council should be hearing to
know; ‘Hey; these are some
things we cando to shear up
our elections.,..”

LINWOOD TOWNSHIP

Linwood Township, atits
Sept. 10 meeting, passed a
resolution for a Post-Elec-
tion Review on paper for
contested races, The count
contains both precincts.
The final vote was4-1, with
Board member Carol Sear-
ing delivering the oppos-
ing vote,

Board member Pam
Qlson, referencing ACEIT,
stated that she played
around with a costsheet
they had given her, and that
the $477 estimate was for
the larger of the precincts.
Sheadded that it wasbased
on the number of races that
would be counted, and that
the town board could decide
to not countunopposed
seats.

Board member Andy
Luedtke asked about how
the money would play out,
to which Pam stated that
Linwood had been con-
servativeon the number
to which Pam stated that
Linwood had been con-
servative on the number
ofjudges they had used in
order to stay within budget,

and that they were prepar-

ing meals for the judges for
hand-counting in Novem-
ber.

Linwood cited Minne- .
sota Section 206.89 for the
move, which states that if
a voting machine or other
system fails to count accu-
rately, it must be examined
and recertified by the Secre-
tary of State before it can be
used again,

EAST BETHEL

The Anoka County
Election Integrity team
approached the East Bethel
City Council on May 28,
leading toa work session
presentation and the coun-
cil considering an expanded
Post Election Reviewasa
result. That measure failed
for lack ofa second on Aug.
26.
Despite the proposed rec-
ommendation of a PER cov-
ering only one of East Beth-
el's three districts, Council
Member Bob DeRoche said
that he would vote against
it “due to the taxes it would
put on the election judges,’
as per meeting minutes.
East Bethel Elections Man-
ager and Administrative
Coordinator Carrie Frost
shared the challenge of find-
ing election judges earlier
that meeting.

“Often, I'm scraping for
election judges,” Frost said
atthe Aug, 26 meeting. “Not
necessarily for applications,
but it's between our budget

and the number of applica-
tions we have and having to
keep party balanceatall of
our precincts throughout
the entire day. Therearea
lotof moving pieces that we
havetobalance’

On Sept. 9, a PER
appeared in the con-
sent agenda of the regu-
lar City Council Meeting
and it passed 4-1, after it
was pulled for discussion.
Frostagain expressed con-
cern over East Bethel's num-
ber of election judges, with
Lewis adding that the coun-
cil could still vote to increase
election judge pay to
encourage more applicants.

Frost,on Sept. 9, said
another specific concern
for East Bethel was the need
for a party balance between
judges. She said that there
were not enough DFL-affili-
ated applicants, and unafil-
iated judges are not allowed
to handle marked ballots.

Mayor Kevin Lewis asked
if the county does approve
the requestand “you can't
come up with enough judges
ofboth parties” what would
happen?

Frost said that the task
would then go to staff, which
would then get in the way
of other city tasks. Lewis
amended the resolution for
aPER toonly triggera PER
ifthe difference between the
top two vote getters is less
than 20%.

COLUMBUS

The Columbus City
Council was settovote on
Wednesday, Sept. 25 (after
ABCNewspapers’ press
deadline) on an ordinance
based on'the draft from
ACEIT that would require
thecity to performa PERin
all future elections, costing
the city an estimated $1,200
based on projections by city
administrator Jack Davis,

It’s uncertain as of press
time whether the measure
will pass, but two council
members seemed to receive
ACEIT’s presentation pos-
itively.

Council member Janet
Hegland had previously
met with an ACEIT mem-
berand City Administra-
tor Jack Davis tolearn about
the group’s efforts before
ACEIT presented itto the

City Council on Sept. 4. The
goal, Hegland said during
the Sept. 4 meeting, is “isn’t
about contesting prior elec-
tions, or even contesting the
election. It's putting pro-
cesses in place sothatevery-
body can feel comfortable
that there is integrity inthe
system, that things hav-
en'tbeen hacked, that there’s
checks and balances over
and above what currentlyis
now; and that makesalot of
sense to me, she said.
Support seemed toalso
~come from Mayor Jesse
Preiner,

“Your voteisa pretty
important thing, itll be
the last thing we have left,’
Preiner said.

Council member Sue
Wagamon didr't voicea
strong opinion, but said:
“I'm for voter integrity, and
Ihopeeverybodyis® as
she asked about the hand
recounts.

Council members Ron
Hanegraafand Rob Busch
— who are both battling for
the mayoral seat this elec-
tion as Preiner has opted not
to run for re-election — did
not offer opinions on the
matter, with Busch only ask-
inga single question after
the presentation.

After ACEIT member
Derek Lind expressed that

After ACEIT member
Derek Lind expressed that
he hopes the cities will send
a message to the county that
their efforts are succeeding

_ atthe municipal leveland
- will change their mir 1db add-

ing if the county tells says
no, “then we'll see what hap-
pens” to which Hanegraaf
replied: “Thats what elec-
tions are for”

Hegland, the council
member who expressed the
mostvocal support for the
group, did bring up con-
cerns over what the city
legalty haslocal control over.

“From what 1 know of

~ our process, alotof it gets
dictated by the county, so
it might say in statute that
municipalities have some
ability to sort of make deci-
sions, Thathasn't been what
I've observed,” she said.

Hegland emphasized
that ACEIT’s efforts — and
also thecity — should try
to work with the county,
stressing to the group: °I
think one of the important
steps, to continue to main-

, tain that collegial relation-

| ship with the county, so that

| We're working towards this

i inlock-step, rather than

. feeling like it’s an adversar-
ial thing”
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League of Women Voters -explain Post Election Reviews

A random selection of precinctsare
drawn by the board after every
statewide general election for the Post Elec-
tion Review . For the PER, party-balanced
election judges hand-count the ballots from
the selected precincts to make sure they
match up with the ta.bulating machme data,
working in bipartisan pairs at all times,

All post election reviews are public. The
time and date of each county’s public meet-
ing to audit the election results are shared
on the Minnesota State Secretary of State’s
website.

Inaddition to the PER process,

candidates can request a recount of their
race. Ifitis within a certain threshold,

it is publicly funded. If not, candidates

can requesta dlscretlonary recount, The
recount process is also open to the public,
and is again conducted by election officials
in pairs at all times,

Whatare Cast Vote Records? After the
2020 election, county officials across the
state have seen an uptick in requests for cast
voterecords,

Solet’s discuss how they can be used and
the safeguards put in place to ensure elec-
tion security while protecting the privacy of

Minnesota voters.

Each castvote record corresponda toone
ballot that was tabulated. Like the ballot, it
shows what combination of selections the
voter made, for example that they voted for
one particular candidate in one race, lefta
second race blank, and voted for another
particular candidate in a third race. Also
like the ballot, it is not tied to a specific voter.
From the collection of cast vote records, it
is possible to answer such questions as how
many voters “split their tickets,” voting for
candidates from multiple parties.

The 2023 Minnesota Legislature

provided clarity on what CVR information
cannotbe made public such as the order

in which votes were cast; the method with
which a voter casta ballot and images of bal
lots cast,

This column is provided by the League of
Wormen Voters, based on information from
the Minnesota Secretary of State. The League
of Women Voters is a non-partisan organi-

. zatlon that’s goal is empowering voters and

defending democracy through voter educa-
tion and engagement, advocating for democ-
racy, and encouraging civic participation.



